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The Anagrammer's Way 



Introduction: Anagrams and the Soul 



In the movies, it's an example of wooden intelligence when someone, usual- 
ly a politician, remarks brightly, "Did you know that God is dog backwards?" 
This remark symbolizes a kind of intellectual kitsch, a state in which ideas 
that shimmer on the surface are actually hollow inside. 

For the serious anagrammer, however, the transformation god °° dog evokes 
a host of associations behind associations. It resonates like a great dialectical 
bell. The mind of the master anagrammer begins to dredge up a series of deep 
variations on the simple trigram dog: 

seadog °° dosage 
dogbite °o bigoted 

dogie °o geoid 
dogbane °° bondage 

dogleg °o logged 

gundog oo dugong 

dogless oo glossed 

dogsled °° oddlegs 

dogger <» gorged 

dogstone <» stegodon 

dogteeth oo ghettoed 

underdog oo grounded 

And so on. The curse and the glory of the serious anagrammer is that a 
simple remark, trivial to the uninitiated, may set off an explosion of associ- 
ations. Speech halts and the eyes glaze, as the mind turns to contemplate a 
rich panorama of English orthography. 

Notice that all the transformations just listed use single English words. 
Anagramming words is what this book is about. In contrast, there is a long 
tradition of concocting anagrammatic sentences, or sentences anagrammed 
from words. For example, 

desperation oo A rope ends it. 

The Greek poet Lycophron is said to have invented this game. It has flour- 
ished time and again through history, notably in seventeenth-century 
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England and France of the ancien regime. It's fun, and it kills time pleasantly 
on rainy days. 

But for thp serious anagrammer, arranging sentences is a lesser occupation 
than anagramming words. It does not touch the bedrock of the language. The 
serious student comes face to face with true reality through the discipline of 
matching natural verbal elements. Anagramming words enriches the soul. 

And anagramming words is not that hard. More than a fifth of English words 
have anagrammatic mates. The trick is to recognize them. The process of 
learning to visualize word transformations is The Anagrammer's Way. It is a 
skill, a discipline, a purification, and an unfolding. The mystery of word 
transformation takes its place beside Zen, anchoritism, and the Tao as one of 
the great voyages of the human spirit. 

The Anagrammer's Way is not easy and it is not for everyone. You must love 
the English language and you must feel at home with its bizarre orthography. 
You must know words. And you must cherish wordplay, for without a sense 
of fun the anagrammer's skill becomes arid and mechanical. 

This book explains The Anagrammer's Way. The Way unfolds in five stages, 
which I describe in five chapters. At the end you should be able to appreciate 
the mysterious processes by which letters migrate through themselves, 
carrying little nodules of meaning that transform words in strange and 
beautiful patterns. Even if you don't aspire to become a serious anagrammer, 
perhaps you can share the passion and the pain, the trials and the triumph, of 
those who have chosen The Way. In the least, I promise you an interesting, 
entertaining, and insightful trip. 

The second half of this book contains an appendix— an anagramicon that lists 
a selection of word transformations from my personal collection. This com- 
pendium serves as a serious guide and resource for those who set forth upon 
The Way. But you can also keep it on your bedside table, and enjoy it in 
evening browses through the fertile countryside of English orthography. 



***** 



Before setting out on The Way, we need some basic nomenclature. In this 
book, a group consists of the same letters anagrammed different ways. For 
example, 

discounter <» introduces °o reductions 

A cluster consists of words that are syntactically or logically related but which 
have distinct anagrams: 
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arsenic °° carnies 

arsenics °° raciness 

arsenides °o readiness 

arsenism °o seminars 

arsenite <» trainees 

arsenites °o irateness 

thioarsenite °° etherisation 

A chain results when the beginning of each step of a series of anagrams is syn- 
tactically or logically related to the result of the previous step: 

tantaluses «> sultanates 

sultanic °° lunatics 

lunatise <» insulate 

insular <*> urinals 

In addition to establishing these nomenclatural tools, it is useful to distin- 
guish certain qualities among word transformations. The first is a quality that 
I call formal texture. It describes the degree to which a transformation is 
absolute — that is, the degree to which the structure of a word is completely 
broken down to form its anagram. For example, the following transformation 
has rich formal texture: 

commercialist <» microclimates 

Notice how the common ist ending in commercialist becomes nicely distri- 
buted in microclimates, while the micro prefix seems to emerge out of thin 
air. The only digraph that survives through the transformation is li. We shall 
examine many such examples of rich formal texture in the chapters that 
follow. 

In contrast, this transformation has poor formal texture: 

cholecystoduodenostomy °o duodenocholecystostomy 

These monstrous words, although they are long and may at first appear to be 
complex, are transformed simply by rejiggering syllables without changing 
their basic structure. The medical and chemical vocabularies in English are 
full of such examples. They are generally of little interest to serious 
anagrammers. 

While much of the skill and wonder of anagramming words comes from the 
formal properties of letter transformations, the fun often comes from the 
meanings of the associated words. The master anagrammer looks for 
semantic resonance, a quality of linkage in the meaning of the anagrammed 
words. Semantic resonance can either be consonant, where the words rein- 
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force one another, or dissonant, where they conflict. Here is an example of 
consonant semantic resonance: 

.berry bush <» shrubbery 

And here is an example of dissonant semantic resonance: 

considerate <*> desecration 

This example also illustrates the most cherished kind of anagram, one that 
combine rich formal texture with deep semantic resonance. 



***** 



From time to time one hears of scholarly quests for the longest pair of English 
anagrams. The 16-letter words internationalism <» interlaminations were at 
one time nominated for this honor. But from the viewpoint of serious ana- 
gramming, the prefix inter is merely a device to achieve length at the expense 
of formal texture. Without it we have nationalism <*> laminations, an 11-letter 
anagram of some interest but not a transformation of the first water. If we 
allow a prefix like inter, then we might as well award the length prize to 
combinations like the 17-letter pair misrepresentation <» representationism. 
And of course there are all those chemical and medical terms, mentioned 
earlier, which can be concatenated into technical anagrams of virtually any 
length. Chapter 5 discusses several long transformations that do not use 
artificial attachments and that have rich formal texture. They would earn the 
best natural claim to any award given for long and meaningful English 
anagrams. 

In general, serious anagrammers recognize only the most reduced form of 
any transformation — the form devoid of unnecessary pluralization, verb 
endings, or tacked-on prefixes. Thus, for example, the transformation 

overpraising <» revaporising 

is reduced to overpraise oo revaporise for examination by the master anagram- 
mer. The ing verb ending is preserved only when it is an integral part of the 
transformation, as in adulterating «> triangulated. 

Finally, a word about palindromes. God oo dog, besides being a simple ana- 
gram, has its letter order exactly reversed. A more interesting example is 
desserts oo stressed. Palindromes, particularly palindromic sentences, have a 
long and distinguished history in the annals of wordplay. But because their 
transformations are mechanical, palindromes have less interest for the 
serious anagrammer. In this book, word palindromy is treated as just another 
anagram form, without further distinction. 
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Chapter One: Setting Out 



The Anagrammer's Way unfolds from simple beginnings. One might start 
with almost any text, noticing curious patterns in the ways that words trans- 
form into one another. For example, 

certify oo rectify 

listen oo silent 

several °o reveals 

The transformation certify oo rectify almost forces itself into consciousness, for 
it depends only on recognizing the correspondence between cert and red. The 
ending ify remains unchanged, constituting a kind of anchor for envisioning 
the transformation. At later stages of The Way, you will find the same kind of 
relation in transformations such as admonition °o domination. In the pair 
listen oo silent, the correspondence reveals itself in the relations between lis 
and sil, and between ten and ent. The six-letter transformation is simply the 
sum of these simpler three-letter parts. In the case of several oo reveals, there 
are no simple syllables at the root of the anagram. But one feels the pull 
between the ve and al fragments, around which the two words coalesce. 

Here are some simple exercises for the beginner: 

amortize oo atomizer 

arrogant oo tarragon 

aspirate oo parasite 

blowfish oo fishbowl 

classwork oo crosswalk 

cognition oo incognito 

impure oo umpire 

large oo regal 

limestone oo milestone 

pulverise oo repulsive 

rationalize oo realization 

seaweeds oo seesawed 

The student should sit quietly, preferably in a garden or a pleasant room, and 
concentrate on these transformations. Pursuing the Anagrammer's Way does 
not require that the initiate perform physical exercises, don peculiar clothing, 
or study in special surroundings, as do many of the Eastern disciplines. But it 
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does depend on mental focus and clarity of intuition, which are best achieved 
in an uncluttered environment. 

After study and contemplation, do you see, in your mind's eye, the mystic 
attraction between the arr of arrogant and the arr of tarragon? Do the letters in 
classwork and crosswalk seem to move into their two different patterns by 
themselves? Do you intuit the similarity between rationalize and realization? 
If so, you have set your feet upon The Way. 



***** 



An important early exercise for the fledgling anagrammer is to work out the 
members of an anagram group, all the words of which are transpositions of 
one another. The student may start with a simple group, such as 

alerting °° altering °° relating °° integral «> triangle 

One could extend this group to include <*> tanglier » teraglin (an Australian 
fish), but at the beginning it is best to stick with familiar words. Notice the 
rotation of the letters of alert in the first three words, preserving the ing 
ending; then the sudden modulation that distributes ing within the word 
integral; and finally the rich formal texture of the transformation to triangle. 
It has been observed that anagrammers who are also adept at British bell 
ringing have a unique facility with anagram groups. 

Having mastered a few simple types, one can go on to more difficult groups. 
For example, 

neutral «> naturel «> unalert °o Renault 

assertion °° notarises °° senoritas 
activations oo cavitations oo vacationist 

The best anagram groups are those that tell a story. This book doesn't get 
deeply into semantic resonance until step three of The Way, but even at this 
point the student can enjoy groups such as the following: 

derange <» angered °° enraged <» grenade 

alpinist °o antislip oo tailspin 

archsaint «> cantharis <» anarchist 

You will encounter groups of increasing beauty and mystery throughout your 
journey along The Anagrammer's Way. 



***** 
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After mastering anagram groups, the next step for the neophyte is the con- 
templation of anagram clusters. In a cluster, a root word or idea is mani- 
pulated to produce a variety of anagrams. The effect is like a skyrocket that 
sends out multiple starbursts of different colors. The beginner will want to 
start simply. For example, 

adsorb °° boards 

adsorbing °° signboard 

adsorbate °° teaboards 

adsorbed <» roadbeds 

Notice how the first letter pattern, boards, shows up in subsequent anagrams, 
being submerged only in the richly textured transformation to roadbeds. 

Adjectives with their comparative and superlative forms make pretty 
clusters. Here is one that may present difficulties for the tyro, but which is 
worth studying for the way that the ier and iest endings of the adjective forms 
become distributed in a series of richly textured transformations: 

raunchy °° unchary 

raunchier <» hurricane 

raunchiest °° cerianthus 

As with groups, the best clusters are those that exhibit deep semantic 
resonance. The aficionado cannot help but appreciate clusters such as this 
one: 

German °o ragmen 

Germana °° manager 

Germanics °° screaming 

Germanify «> remagnify 

Germanised °° renegadism 

Germanist °° mastering 

Gestapo °° postage 

The last line in the example just given illustrates how a cluster can burst out 
of the frame of mere syntactic variation. In fact, some of the nicest anagram 
clusters are linked by logically-related words. For example, 

Socrates <» coarsest 

Socratism «> ostracism 

Aristotle °o totaliser 

Socratic °° acrostic 

Aristotelian °o retaliations 

Cartesian «> sectarian 

Cagliostro °° astrologic 
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Clusters are an important area of inspiration and exploration for the serious 
anagrammer. We will examine them repeatedly along The Way. 



***** 



In the last phase of the first step of The Way, the novitiate anagrammer 
learns to work with chains. In a chain, the beginning of each step of a series of 
anagrams is related to the result of the previous step as if the two steps 
formed a small cluster. For example, 

Dustin °° nudist 

naturistic °° unartistic 

artists °° tsarist 

tsarina ~ Sinatra 

Chains create a thread of mystic connection through the orthography of the 
language. They let the anagrammer wander in a disciplined way from word to 
word, idea to idea, savoring the underlying linguistic landscape. Although 
the examples in this book are relatively short, chains can be of unlimited 
length. In many ways they form the ultimate anagrammatic trip. 



***** 



At this point, you may feel overwhelmed. Do not despair. The Way is hard 
but it's not unfriendly or impossible. Learn to crawl before you try to walk, 
and learn to run before you spread your wings and fly. Let's end this chapter 
with a potpourri of relatively easy transformations. After you have studied 
and absorbed them, you will be ready for the next step: 



abhorred <» harbored 

absorption °° probations 

aeroport °° operator 

ageism <» images 

agonizer oo organize 

airmen °° remain <» marine 

alienist <*> litanies 

alignment <» lamenting 

altruism «> muralist 

American <» Cinerama 

amnesic <» cinemas 

antiextreme <» exterminate 

appraised oo disappear 

Arabs °° sabra 

Argus oo sugar 

article °° recital 

assistant oo Satanists 
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badger °° garbed 

Bulgarian °° biangular 

caiman °° maniac 

calender «> encradle 

chaser oo search 

chin oo inch 

citadel °° dialect 

clumsy oo muscly 

compile °° polemic 

coughers °° grouches 

germinal °° malinger 

germinates °° magnetiser 

glinted ©o tingled 

gradient oo treading 

grown oo wrong 

idolator oo toroidal 

ignore oo region 

immersed oo simmered 

insister oo sinister 

intones oo tension 

lightness oo nightless 

migrants oo smarting 

misspelt oo simplest 

Does your spirit feel these conversions? Do they sink into your soul? Yes? 
Then take a deep breath and congratulate yourself, for you are ready for Stage 
Two. In the next chapter we will plunge deeper into The Way, beginning to 
explore the ineffable links between formal texture and semantic resonance. 
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Chapter Two: Pursuing The Way 



If you followed the previous chapter faithfully, you are now well started on 
The Anagrammer's Way. You understand the rudiments of word transfor- 
mations and you have practiced a bit with groups, clusters, and chains. Most 
importantly, you are beginning to develop the insight and the intuition that 
makes a master anagrammer. It is essential to understand that anagramming 
is not a mechanical routine, learned by rote. Instead, it is a process of inner 
unfolding, a search that moves ever upward toward a glorious noesis that 
apprehends the very foundations of language. 

In this chapter we shall examine some of the tricks and techniques that ana- 
grammers use, and then move closer to the core skill of anagramming, the art 
of combining rich formal texture with deep semantic resonance. Ultimately, it 
is this skill that separates the plodding amateur from the master genius of 
word transformations. 



***** 



The first and most basic anagrammer's technique is fragment recognition. 
Words are made up of fragments — letter sequences that occur in many 
different contexts. The master anagrammer learns a vocabulary of fragments 
with all their transformations. With the help of this mental discipline, any 
given word appears not as an impenetrable thicket of letters, but rather as a 
concatenation of recognizable fragments, the multiple forms of which 
immediately and automatically flow through the anagrammer's mind. If you 
have ever searched for a synonym or solved a crossword puzzle, you can 
appreciate this process. It's the same in anagramming, but with little word bits 
instead of with whole words. 

Let's start with the most common fragments: ed ~ de and er oo re. They show 
up constantly in the simplest anagrams: 

f ibered °=> debrief 

sauntered °° denatures 

semiboiled °o demobilise 

aspirer °° repairs 

deadlier °° redialed 

coinsurer «> recursion 
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By combining these two transformation, you can visualize a wealth of trans- 
formations of the form de...er oo re...ed. For example, 

deceiver °° received 

denouncer °o renounced 

deflower °° reflowed 

demonstrater oo remonstrated 

But don't overlook the "hidden" occurrences of these fragments. Part of the 
skill of the master anagrammer is the ability to see parts of words indepen- 
dently of their syntactic function. Study these examples: 

seabed °° debase 

strobed °o debtors 

unabetted °o debutante 

grimaced <» decigram 

yelped oo deeply 

tenured °o denture 

endeared <» deadener 

reindexed oo dexedrine 

antler oo rental 
leper «> repel 

caliper °° replica 
dissenter oo residents 
meander oo renamed 

mister oo remits 

oleander °o reloaned 

seducer oo rescued 

terrier oo retirer 

ironer oo Renoir 

Another important pair of anagram fragments, less common than the ones 
just discussed, is mis oo ism. Here are some instances: 

misnomers oo sermonism 

mistimes oo semitism 

misbehavior oo behaviorism 

animists »» saintism 

Other fragment pairs that are essential in the anagrammer's toolkit include 
tes oo est, on oo no, pre oo per, tions oo onist, and ise °o ies. A single example of 
each will suffice to show how these fragment pairs provide an anchor for the 
rest of the anagram: 
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granites <» angriest 
estivation °° novitiates 
precipitate °° peripatetic 
recitations ^> creationist 

activise <» cavities 



Notice that the fragment pair ise ~ ies tends to mandate the British spelling of 
words. American orthography suffers from an unfortunate tendency to use z 
instead of s in fragments such as ise and ising. Here the Oxford English 
Dictionary is the anagrammer's friend, for it legitimizes (legitimises) the use 
of the much commoner and more friendly letter s. But sometimes the British 
and American spellings lead to an interesting bifurcation of the resulting 
transformation: 



monetise °° semitone 
monetize <*> timezone 



The same effect occurs with the British tendency to insert a letter u in the or 
fragment: 



envapors oo overspan 
envapours °° supernova 



The accomplished anagrammer is always alert to the possibilities inherent in 
the slightly different orthographic environments that exist between the 
United States and the rest of the English-speaking world. 



***** 



The preceding remarks, about the friendly letter s, bring us to the next impor- 
tant anagramming tool, which I call the wandering s. Most nouns and many 
verbs readily accept a terminal s; this letter can then be detached and inserted 
elsewhere in the letter pattern to facilitate a transformation. This technique is 
so pervasive and so useful that it is worth studying a variety of different 
examples: 



accidents <» desiccant 
acreages °° gearcase 

agrees <» grease 

Alsatians °° assailant 

altercations «> intercoastal 

amniotes °° Masonite 

Anglos oo slogan 

animadverts oo maidservant 

antidotes «> stationed 

appends oo snapped 
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archfiends ~ franchisee! 

bandoleers oo endorsable 

bedrails oo disabler 

bounders «> suborned 

butchers ~ Schubert 

butlers oo subtler 

centaurs «> Etruscan 

complicates «> ectoplasmic 

configures oo ref ocusing 

consolidates «> disconsolate 

crumpets «> spectrum 

dealings oo signaled 

deceases oo seedcase 

decimals oo midscale 

deforms oo serfdom 

denouncers °° uncensored 

derailments °o streamlined 

deviates °° sedative 

diameters oo dreamiest 

editors <» steroid 

elitisms ~ slimiest 

entailments oo sentimental 

epitaphs ~ happiest 

equals oo squeal 

erasures °o reassure 

eyelids oo seedily 

gadgeteers oo segregated 

garnets oo strange 

geraniums oo measuring 

grandnieces oo reascending 

gurgles oo slugger 

gyrations oo signatory 

handouts oo thousand 

hellf ires oo fleshlier 

hikers oo shriek 

hippos oo Popish 

integrals oo gnarliest 

pictures oo piecrust 

retreads oo arrested 

subalterns oo brutalness 

These examples show how the experienced anagrammist, upon encountering 
a detachable terminal s, immediately starts to envision how that letter might 
migrate within the root word. 

***** 
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The final basic technique in the anagrammer's repertoire is what I call struc- 
tural vision. It is not easy to attain, but it is essential to attaining the highest 
levels of the anagrammer's art. 

Structural vision is not even easy to explain. Consider the word maraschino. 
The structural vision of the master anagrammer sees in this word a combin- 
ation of transformable elements. The stages of insight might proceed as 

follows: 

Isolate the s and reserve it for the end, to form a plural. 
Recognize that mar transposes into ram or arm. 
See that if the last letter is to be s, then asc can become cas or acs. 
Transpose no into on. 

These insights arise almost simultaneously within the expert's mind, as a 
kind of direct gestalt. All that remains is to put them together, fitting in the 
remaining letters (h and i) in their likely places. To one who has attained the 
clearest intuition of word transformations, the process just described does not 
occur in steps but flows as a single act of comprehension. The letters fall into 
place, almost as if drawn by their own volition: h, arm, on, i, cas. The master 
anagrammer pronounces the result, 

maraschino °° harmonicas 

and feels a wave of exalted peace. The transformation, simple as it is, touches 
the reality of language. In a moment of transcendence, the mind becomes at 
one with The Way. 

Let us look at another example, starting with the word histrionics. In this case 
the c and h call to each other irresistably. The group tri grips the attention. 
The three i vowels are like pillars, standing at intervals in the new word. As 
in the previous example, on demands to be transformed into no. The result, 
of course, is 

histrionics °° trichinosis 

It is essential to understand that this transformation does not arise in the 
mind of the expert anagrammer as a mechanical sequence of steps. Instead, it 
is intuited in a single sweep of structural vision. This may seem incredible to 
you, the reader, who are only just starting out on The Way. But by the time 
you finish Chapter 5, if you follow the discipline and work on the exercises, 
you too will feel the same intuitions and accomplish the same results. For 
now, just examine these relatively easy exercises, all selected to help awaken 
the student's structural vision: 
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antagonist <» stagnation 

climaxes °o exclaims 

comeliness °o incomeless 

incenses °o niceness 

infuriated °o unratified 
nameless =» salesmen 
overneat °° renovate 
presume °° supreme 

procedure °° reproduce 
putrefies °o stupefier 
refunded °o underfed 
salivated <» validates 



It is recommended that you concentrate on each of these transformations, 
with quiet intensity, until you feel a vibrant flow of structural vision coursing 
through your own mind. 



***** 



If you have mastered the techniques described so far in this chapter, you are 
now ready to emphasize semantic resonance in your word transformations. 

The central fact about semantic resonance is that it is perceived at a different 
level of the mind than the intuitions of letter transformations that we have 
so far discussed. One can attain the pure vision that converts one letter 
pattern into another without any reference to the meanings of the resulting 
words. Indeed, this skill may become so absorbing that sometimes it is only 
later and incidentally that the master anagrammer realizes that the words 
being transformed have any meaning at all. 

The level of the mind that performs this kind of physical letter transposition 
is quite different from the level that understands the meanings of words. The 
transposing level is more ethereal, because it is largely freed from the stresses 
and illusions of everyday life. The understanding level is rooted in the 
apparent world, where words are mired in the web of mundane experience. 

As a consequence, the task of integrating semantic resonance with word 
anagramming becomes a task of integrating two levels of the mind. It is a 
quest for spiritual wholeness, in which the traditional divisions between 
mind and body, thought and essence, appearance and reality are erased. The 
mind becomes whole and the spirit becomes united. 

Let us illustrate this point by considering some examples. First, an anagram 
that has good formal texture but little semantic resonance: 

centralised «> credentials 

16 
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Next, an anagram with better semantic resonance but relatively poor formal 
structure: 

centralisation °° intercalations 

Can these two be merged into a transformation that exhibits the best of both 
worlds? Here is one possibility: 

overcentralises <» correlativeness 

In the next chapter we will discuss various classes and subclasses of semantic 
resonance. The student's best preparation for this next step is to study some 
simple examples of word transformations that exhibit better-than-average 
semantic resonance. Here is a sampler: 

adder °o dread 

adventurers ~ untraversed 

antiquated oo aquatinted 

avarice °° caviare 

burnouts °° unrobust 

calligraphy «> graphically 

cesspit oo septics 
choirman oo harmonic 

clarities oo realistic 

emotions oo mooniest 

granule oo unlarge 

hustlers oo ruthless 

hypnotism oo pythonism 

instanter oo transient 

Isabella oo sailable 

levirate oo relative 

Listerize oo sterilize 

machismos oo masochism 

Maoist oo taoism 

statement oo testament 

tetanoid oo antidote 

Notice that many of these transformations also exhibit good formal texture. 
Achieving both formal texture and semantic resonance in the same pair of 
words is the master anagrammer's highest goal. When you have learned to 
do that you will have gone far along The Anagrammer's Way. 
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Chapter Three: First Enlightenment 



1 he Anagrammer's Way may at first seem unbearably long and arduous. 
Where is the payoff, the reward for all the study and discipline it has taken to 
get this far? Take courage. In this chapter we shall see the first glimmerings of 
success, as you apply the teachings that have occupied the first two chapters. 

We shall now deal only with transformations that exhibit both fairly rich 
formal texture and fairly deep semantic resonance. We shall assume that you 
have mastered the concepts set forth in Chapter 1 and the techniques explain- 
ed in Chapter 2, and that therefore you are able to analyze and appreciate 
anagrams of the highest quality. If you feel unsure of your expertise, now is 
the time to reread the previous material. 

As you proceed, you will begin to feel the thrill of uncovering novel word 
relations and of probing the ultimate reality of language. By the end of this 
chapter, if you have faithfully followed its instructions, you should enjoy the 
first full spiritual awakening that greets the experienced anagrammer. 



***** 



Anagrams, like gold, are where you find them. You don't need to ransack 
your dictionary or pore over your thesaurus to find subjects for word transfor- 
mation. They are everywhere, in every conversation and text. But master 
anagrammers have found that certain subjects seem to be specially rich in 
material. The reason why is still a matter of intense controversy in 
professional circles. Perhaps we can simply say that the gods of language have 
endowed certain areas with an abundance of anagrammable words. 

One such area is sex. The neophyte may begin with fairly innocuous word 
transformations such as 

admirer <*> married 

virginal °° rivaling 

celibate <=° citeable 

chamber «> becharm 
striptease <» tapestries 

bordello °° doorbell 
hetaerism °° timeshare 
hetaeristic °° theatricise 
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courtesan °° nectarous 

procreant oo copartner 

bedroom °° boredom 

But the hapless anagrammer is inevitably drawn downward to more explicit 
terms, which seem to pop up with inordinate frequency: 

genital «> elating 

genitals °o stealing 

labium °° Malibu 

clitoridean °° directional 

penis oo spine 

coitions <» isotonic 

coitally e» locality 

copulate oo outplace 

copulations oo unapostolic 

fornicated oo fractioned 

erection oo renotice 

erections oo secretion 

eroticism °° isometric 

erotism oo moister 

menses oo semens 

tampons oo postman 

gynecoid ©o decoying 

whores oo shower 

catamites oo masticate 

sodomite oo moodiest 

vaginaless ©o galvanises 

castrate oo teacarts 

The particularly fine transformation copulations oo unapostolic leads to the 
subject of religion, which furnishes a number of interesting anagrams: 

Christians oo sinarchist 

Catholiciser oo ischiorectal 

Latiniser oo saintlier 

Latinesque oo sequential 

Jesuitic oo juiciest 

Lutheran oo unhalter 

Mosaism oo mimosas 

Elohim oo moheli 

Elohist oo holiest 

Islamic oo laicism 

Islamisation oo assimilation 

atheists oo hastiest 

Hindus oo nudish 
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Another area that yields more than its share of nice word transformations 
comprises politics and the law: 

capitol oo coalpit 

politics oo colpitis 

president °° serpentid 

presidents °° trepidness 

presides °° despiser 

presided °° spidered 

legislator °° allegorist 

senator «> treason 

senatorial oo rationales 

lawyering ~ wearingly 

lawmonger oo angleworm 

lawcourt «> outcrawl 

misallege ©o semilegal 

courtmartial oo matriculator 

As a result of some kind of mystical sympathetic current running through the 
language, recent events in the former Communist Bloc seem to have spawn- 
ed an interesting cluster of transformations: 

Russify oo f issury 

Cubanite oo incubate 

Castroism «> ostracism 

Castro oo Croats °o actors 

Croatian oo raincoat 

Bosnia oo bonsai 

Bosniac «> Nabisco 

Serbia oo rabies 

Latvian oo valiant 

Latvians oo navalist 

Lettish oo thistle 

Estonia oo aeonist 

Estonians oo sensation 

Bulgarian oo biangular 

Comintern °o nonmetric 

As you can see from the foregoing examples, almost any subject can make a 
pleasant afternoon's work for the budding anagrammer. Among the most 
interesting are proper names. Here are some short clusters to get you started, 
each of them the tip of an anagrammatic iceberg: 

Amherst oo hamster 
Swarthmore oo earthworms 
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Israelite oo realities 

Israelitism °o militarises 

Palestine °° penalties 

Algeria <» regalia 
Algiers oo seragli 

Babylonish <» nabobishly 
nabobism °° bambinos 

Bermuda oo rumbaed 
Bermudians °o submarined 

Lucretius oo culturise 
Lucretian oo ultranice 

Orestes oo stereos 
Orestean oo resonate 

Voltaire °° violater 

Sartre °° rarest 

Proust oo stupor 

Boswell oo bellows 
Boswellise oo sowbellies 

Tosca oo ascot 
Toscanini e» onanistic 

Chopin oo phonic 
Massenet oo tameness 

Belushi oo blueish 

Streisand oo tardiness 

Durante oo unrated 



Any of these exercises can be the starting point for the kind of self-realizing 
exploration of language that produces the highest level of spiritual elevation 
in the master anagrammer. 



***** 



If you have followed the discussion so far, and have worked faithfully with 
the examples, you must now feel at least some of the thrill of apprehending 
those transformations that combine rich formal texture with deep semantic 
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resonance. Life expands and takes on new dimensions, for the anagrammatic 
experience projects the human spirit into another world. In the rest of this 
chapter we will try to secure this feeling by analyzing and interpreting some 
specific transformations. While they do not scale the heights that we shall 
climb in Chapter 5, they should represent satisfying experiences for this stage 
of your journey along The Way. 

earthborn «» abhorrent 

Commentary: In mystic literature, the earthborn are treated either as natural 
beings, the children of Gaia, or as creatures rooted in the physical world, 
denied spiritual perfection. In the latter case, abhorrent provides a fine exam- 
ple of consonant semantic resonance. Note the unusual way that h detaches 
from t and migrates to b. 

substrates °° abstrusest 

Commentary: The fragments tes and est often interchange — in this case, 
while str survives. The connotations of the word substrates, in the sense of 
the foundations of a scholarly discipline, are consonant with abstrusest. 

academite <*> emaciated 

Commentary: A nice example of rearranging the fragments ac, em, and te. 
This anagram also evokes the traditional image of the starving student. 

accretion =» anorectic 

Commentary: An illustration of deeply dissonant semantic resonance, since 
anorexia is a disorder characterized by diminished appetite and consequent 
loss of weight. The two c letters in accretion enclose the ti fragment, while the 
on fragment becomes reversed and the re survives. 

autocrat °° actuator 

Commentary: The fragment auto transforms into uato — an unusual move- 
ment, but one of a type that the expert anagrammer learns to look for. An 
autocrat, of course, frequently actuates events, as when Mussolini made the 
trains run on time. 

adulation °° laudation 

Commentary: This is not the greatest example of formal texture, since the 
Hon fragment passes through as an unbroken lump. But it is saved by the 
beautifully consonant semantic resonance. 
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anecdotalism °° declamations 

Commentary: A classic by many measures. Note the rich formal texture, in 
which ism becomes completely distributed and ecd resolves itself to dec. This 
example also exhibits deep semantic resonance, by contrasting two forms of 
oratory. 

canonises °o ascension 

Commentary: The British spelling of canonizes releases the fragment onis to 
become sion, around which this transformation is built. Notice the way that 
can becomes redistributed, as well as the treatment of the ending es. Canon- 
ization, of course, is the means by which one ascends to the status of 
sainthood. 

crownmaker °° cankerworm 

Commentary: Crownmaker, an unusual but legitimate term, may refer either 
to a goldsmith or to a politician who works behind the scenes to advance a 
pretender. In the latter case, cankerworm evokes Shakespearian cautions 
about those who seize royal power. The shifting of ker and the fashioning of 
worm from row plus a detached m are classic. 

cocaine <*> oceanic 

Commentary: Two reversals, co °° oc and in <*> ni, make this transformation 
work. In semantic terms, cokeheads report the "vastations" that sometimes 
accompany doses of the drug. The word oceanic also echoes the nice anagram 
ocean °° canoe. 

counterspies °° persecutions 

Commentary: Another classic, in formal terms. Only the trigram ers survives 
through the transformation, and the ending Hon is built from scattered 
material. Those familiar with the behavior of the CIA will appreciate the 
semantic resonance as well. 

inconsistent <» nonscientist 
interspecific e» prescientif ic 

Commentary: This pair of anagrams demonstrates how a long fragment such 
as scienti can be formed from fundamentally different materials. In the 
second anagram, the prefix inter simply evaporates. The semantic resonance 
between prescientific and interspecific is particularly attractive to students of 
primitive thought patterns. 
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integration °° orientating 



Commentary: The word orientate, an ugly verb, has gained currency to refer 
to the act of orientation. In this sense, it resonates nicely with integration. 
Notice how the ing ending is created by adding a distant g to the fragment in. 

unchosen <» nonesuch 

Commentary: In this example, dissonant semantic resonance combines with 
rich formal texture. The letters coalesce around the digraph ch and the revers- 
al se <» es, providing a beautiful display of redistribution. 

punctilio oo unpolitic 

Commentary: The word unpolitic, an alternative for the more common term 
impolitic, is nicely dissonant against punctilio. Notice the atypical fragment 
transpositions tilio °° oliti and pun «> unp. 

swindles <» wildness 

Commentary: The ending ness seems to appear from nowhere in this trans- 
formation, anchored by the digraph wi. The semantic resonance will be 
apparent to those who live in the urban jungle. 

***** 

At this point the student anagrammer may well feel self-satisfied, and not 
without reason. The Way has led, through inner growth, to a new state of 
spiritual enlightenment. Word transformations now form a reliable doorway 
into the mystic basis of language. The world glows with exciting possibilities. 

Is this the culmination of The Way? Unfortunately, no. One last challenge 
remains, during which the student passes through a period of travail and self- 
doubt. This difficult labor, which is an essential part of the last stage of The 
Way, is the subject of the next chapter. 
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Chapter Four: The Dark Journey 



We have now arrived at a critical point in The Anagrammer's Way. Having 
pursued the journey so far, and having mastered the basic techniques of word 
transformation, you are now able to apprehend anagrams of considerable 
quality. You can merge formal texture with semantic resonance, achieving a 
measure of internal spiritual integration. You now possess insights into word 
relations that the uninitiated can only guess at. 

But as your skill increases, inevitably the day comes when you begin to appre- 
hend transformations that send your intuition reeling: 

definable °° beanfield 

integrative °° vinaigrette 

nepotism «> pimentos 

Help! What's going on here? The mind rebels and the spirit despairs, as it 
seems that all your work so far must lead only to irrational wordplay. You are 
entering upon the greatest challenge and the hardest burden of your progress 
upon The Anagrammer's Way. 

This is the Dark Journey. It is a necessary part of every student anagrammer's 
development. Leaders in other fields of spiritual development have experi- 
enced similar tribulations. "The surest sign that you are about to achieve 
illumination," taught Gurdjieff, the great Russian mystic, "is that you do not 
know where you are or whence you are going." You are experiencing 
something very much like the "dark night of the soul," about which St. John 
of the Cross wrote so eloquently. 

You must plunge into the Dark Journey wholeheartedly, for without this trial 
you will never achieve the final satori of the master anagrammer. Painful as 
it may be, you must force yourself to study transformations such as these: 

asphalted «> dashplate 

bachelor «> crabhole 

infestation °° sinfonietta 

monastery oo oysterman 

reorganise oo orangeries 

painless °° spaniels 
tomorrow oo rootworm 
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Part of your spirit rejoices in the rich formal texture of these anagrams — the 
way the h of asphalted migrates from the p to the s in dashplate, how the y of 
monastery attracts the o to form the beginning of oysterman, the total distri- 
bution of ess in spaniels, and so on. But another part of your spirit rejects the 
bizarre semantic resonances, which clash and crash through the mind. The 
spiritual integration so carefully nurtured along The Way begins to unravel. 

At first you may attempt to force semantic resonance by building unnatural 
anagram clusters. For example, 

towable oo teabowl 

bestowal °° teabowls 

betrayer oo teaberry 

potashes oo teashops 

soapstone °° teaspoons 

antegrade oo teagarden 

seawater °o teawares 

estimate °° teatimes 

castrate °° teacarts 

adsorbate °o teaboards 

This may seem to bring a measure of surcease to the bruised spirit. But such 
artificial constructions are not grounded in the natural order of the language. 
There are no basic semantic threads visible here, only the desperate hand of 
an unhappy anagrammer. 



***** 



There is no shortcut in the Dark Journey. You must achieve acceptance, the 
voluntary realization that the language inevitably contains transformations 
such as these: 

abrogated °° goatbeard 

apedom °° pomade 

blacklist oo stickball 

chowder °o cowherd 

intolerating oo nitrogelatin 

littoral oo tortilla 

migrate oo ragtime 

nappie °° piepan 

persistent oo pinsetters 

repaginates ~ greasepaint 

saturation oo titanosaur 

shotgun oo hognuts 
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The healing process begins when you learn to enjoy these aberrations. Laugh 
at them, for they are part of the great plan that underlies language, life, and 
eternity. Their semantic effects are like cymbal crashes in the Music of the 
Spheres. They are a living and necessary part of The Way. 



***** 



So get to work. Your personal experience of the Dark Journey will not be 
finished until you have absorbed a repertoire of semantically painful 
anagrams and integrated their existence into your being. The rest of this 
chapter is a long exercise, designed to strengthen your spirit. Contemplate 
each transformation in the list. Embrace it. Learn to love each one, for with- 
out love you are surely lost upon The Way. Here they are: 

ablating ~ bangtail 

acetones °° notecase 

actionless °° coastlines 

aerogels <» salegoer 

aeroliths oo horsetail 

albinoism °o binomials 

anaglyptic °° playacting 

apronless «> personals 

aridness °° sardines 

ascribed ~ carbides 

asperities °o patisserie 

assented °° standees 

bipolar °° parboil 

centuples ~ stepuncle 

cosharer «> horsecar 

groupie °° pirogue 

heteroses °° shoetrees 

hikers °° shriek 

idleness °° linseeds 

includes °° unsliced 

kidnapers °° spikenard 

leewardness «> newsdealers 

looniest oo oilstone 

mutual oo umlaut 

nuncioship oo pincushion 

pensions oo snipnose 

precaution oo unoperatic 

promiser °o primrose 

satanism oo mantissa 

spirited oo riptides 

swordsman oo sandworms 
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Did you really work your way through this list? Did you feel the pain, the 
despair, the ripping of your spiritual fabric? But did you also feel the healing 
and the peace? If so, you have experienced the Dark Journey. 

You are now ready for the final stage of your trip along The Anagrammer's 
Way. Look back with pride, for you have succeeded where many others have 
failed. As I pointed out at the beginning, The Way is not for everyone. By 
following it this far, you have demonstrated that you are one of the Chosen. 

You are emerging from your Dark Journey. In the next chapter, you will find 
that your present state is the darkness before the day. 
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Chapter Five: Final Satori 



At long last, we are embarking on the final stage of The Anagrammer's Way. 
You have learned the basic skills and techniques, achieved the spiritual 
growth necessary to integrate formal texture with semantic resonance, and 
survived the Dark Journey. You are nearly there. 

I have one last instruction for you. Forget everything you have learned so far. 
You will become a master anagrammer only by emptying your consciousness 
of rules and tricks, so your being can merge ineffably with the essence of the 
language itself. 

This final act of union is the most difficult task in The Way. You accomplish 
it alone, for no teacher can demonstrate or impart it. This chapter will help 
you see how to do it, but the final act must be your sole responsibility. 

Enlightenment, illumination, noesis, and satori are all names for the same 
kind of event, the act by which the conscious mind surrenders to a state of 
spiritual oneness. F. H. Bradley called it a "happy suicide" of thought. In 
anagramming, as in life, it is the culmination of knowledge. Few are able to 
attain it completely, and those who do have truly earned the title of Master. 



***** 



We begin by considering a few advanced word transformations: 

banalities °o insatiable 

obscurantist °° subtractions 

misreporting ~ spiritmonger 

The accomplished master appreciates these anagrams to much the same de- 
gree as the expert cenophile savors a rare wine. They have rich formal texture 
and deep semantic resonance. Their connotations and implications flow 
through the mind with seamless delight. 

But how does one arrive at such levels of word association? The techniques 
outlined in Chapter 2 are hardly applicable, because the formal texture of 
these anagrams is so advanced that hardly any fragments survive through the 
transformations. It as if the words must be anagrammed whole, without any 
partial solutions or preliminary steps. 
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In fact, that is how the master anagrammer works. The act of union with 
language produces an inherent apprehension of word transformations. The 
insight of the master anagrammer transcends technique; it grasps the 
relations between words directly, in Iheii naked reality. 

Now here are some easier examples to practice with: 

adrenalises °° alreadiness 

aeronautism °o measuration 

bestiary °o sybarite 

complicates <» ectoplasmic 

gloominess °° neologisms 

inconglomerate °° nongeometrical 

interrogatives <» tergiversation 

narcolepsies °° precessional 

negativism °° timesaving 

nonerudite °° unoriented 

superintended °° unpredestined 

Focus your being — not your intelligence — on these examples until you feel 
them sink into your soul. With time, patience, and practice, you have a good 
chance to ultimately achieve the final satori of The Anagrammer's Way. 



***** 



The master anagrammer, having achieved union with the structure of the 
language, can proceed in several directions. For example, much can be done 
with English anagrams of non-English words: 

conservatoire °° overreactions 

lebensraum °° mensurable 

monsieurs oo sensorium 

geheimrat oo hermitage 

inspecteur °° putrescine 

regisseur °° surgeries 

vorspiel °° slipover 

lustig oo guilts 

Some advanced anagrams display a humorous slant: 

Australian oo saturnalia 
moneybag oo bogeyman 

rowdies °° weirdos 

technocrat oo trenchcoat 

homeowners oo horsewomen 
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Master anagrammers enjoy unusual chains of transformations, even when 
the formal texture of the transformations is ragged. For example, consider this 
endless chain of three: 

impersonate °° permeations 

permeating <» impregnate 

impregnations oo impersonating 

Proper names are always attractive to the expert... 

Androcles °° colanders 

Braille °° liberal 

Lieberman-Ross °° salmonberries 

Nestorianism <» inseminators 

Renaissance °° necessarian 

Washington <» nowanights 

...as well as closely-related but texturally distinct clusters: 

psittacine «> antiseptic 
psittacinae °° anticipates 

importunes oo resumption 
importunate °° permutation 

percussion <» supersonic 
repercussive °° superservice 

lubricates oo subarticle 
lubricated ~ traducible 

From these few examples you can understand how the master anagrammer 
sees language in a whole new way. 



* * * * * 



In the introduction to this book, I promised to say something at this point 
about long anagrams. Direct insight makes it possible for the master anagram- 
mer to apprehend long word transformations — ones that might never yield 
to mechanical techniques, however skilled or meticulous. Here, for example, 
are some anagrams of 14 letters: 

antarchistical <» charlatanistic 

extirpationist oo sextipartition 

fictionalising °o lignifications 

geissospermine <» spermiogenesis 
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nondesecration °o recondensation 

protomagnesium °o spermatogonium 

thunderbearing °o underbreathing 

In Chapter 2, 1 used the 15-letter anagram overcentralises <» correlativeness to 
illustrate the merging of formal texture with semantic resonance. Another 
transformation of the same length is antiproteolysis °° proselytisation. 

Finally, one can cite the 17-letter transformation 

basiparachromatin °o marsipobranchiata 

without merely shifting around syllables, as often occurs in long medical or 
scientific terms. In fact, this example exhibits extraordinary formal texture, 
although the two words in it are highly technical. 

But the finest long transformation that I know, and perhaps the one that 
many experts would nominate as The World's Best Word Anagram, is the 
following 15-letter beauty: 

cinematographer «> megachiropteran 



One stands in awe of this transformation's formal texture. Only one digraph, 
er, survives through it, and just three letters occur twice (a, e, and r). Twelve 
different letter values {a, c, e, g, h, i, m, n, o, p, r, and t) rearrange themselves 
flawlessly in an orthographic ballet of stunning complexity. 

This anagram's semantic resonance is equally fine. A megachiropteran is a 
large and powerful kind of fruit-eating bat; if that doesn't say something deep 
about Hollywood, I don't know what does. 



***** 



So there you have The Anagrammer's Way. It is long and difficult, but the 
spiritual rewards are great for those who follow it to the end. This chapter 
now finishes with a selection of advanced anagrams for the student who has 
mastered The Way and wishes to contemplate some of its more interesting 
products: 



abolitionism °° mobilisation 

ameliorating oo emigrational 

amnesties °° meatiness 

amphorette <» pathometer 

anacreontic °° canceration 

angiopressure °° superorganise 

arithmetics °° theatricism 

brainstem °o tribesman 
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centroid ■» doctrine 

cephalometric oo petrochemical 

chapelmaster °° spermathecal 

chemotropic ~ ectomorphic 

cleistogeny oo lysogenetic 

colonialist <» oscillation 

competitor <» optometric 

coprophagist °° topographies 

editorials °° idolatries 

electorship oo helicopters 

guarantorship oo uranographist 

hotelman °° methanol 

houseplant °° sulphonate 

hypocentral oo lycanthrope 

idealistic oo italicised 
immortalise oo memorialist 
incognisant °° sanctioning 
insectivora °° visceration 
interatomic °o metrication 
intracosmic °° narcoticism 

inveigler °o relieving 

lactoprotein <» protectional 

laryngotome °° maternology 

materialises °o reassimilate 

metastrophe oo pathometers 

mycterism oo symmetric 

nativism oo vitamins 

neuroblast oo unsortable 

optimisers oo spiritsome 

ornithoptera oo prototherian 

platitudes oo stipulated 

predigestion oo redepositing 

prosification oo antisoporific 

pyrogenic oo recopying 

regulation oo urogenital 

renavigate ~ vegetarian 

serrature oo treasurer 



When you have assimilated these examples — not just intellectually, but in a 
direct apprehension of their essences — then you will have become an expert 
anagrammer. You will have purified your perceptions of the language in a 
way that is understood only by the elect few, and you can say, proudly, that 
you have mastered The Anagrammer's Way. 
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